A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
pleaded that his rights over Scotland came from Brutus of
Troy and King Arthur—to which the Scottish replied that their
independence could be traced from as far back as Scota, a
daughter of the Pharaohs of Egypt, who had established the
original independence of their country. In yet another great
effort Edward fully established himself upon Scottish soil, and
by the beginning of 1304 all had surrendered to him save
Wallace, against whom Edward committed the only act of his
life which could be called unjust in strict feudal justice.
Wallace was captured by surprise, brought to London, and
hanged and quartered as a traitor in the summer of the next
year, 1305. Edward could plead that the guerrilla warfare
started against him was irregular—Napoleon's plea against the
Tyrolean leader Hofer—but in morals his action was indefensible,
for Wallace was a true national leader.
Meanwhile the grandson of the claimant Bruce, now a
young man of twenty-four, took up the leadership of Scottish
resistance. He was a Norman noble like any other, but the
possession of a crown and its revenues was worth attempting.
Bruce had committed a murder, and Edward claimed the right
of trying him as his King, in the year 1306. But before he had
assembled an army to enforce that right Bruce had had himself
crowned King of Scotland at Scone, in the March of that year.
Once again Edward overran Scotland at will, driving the Bruce
before him in flight overseas to Ireland. He returned as a
hunted man in the next year, but had to fly again, until the
whole of this long dispute was, for the moment, closed by
Edward's death.
But Edward died, be it noted, convinced not only of his
right to be supreme over Scotland, but of his success in
achieving that position permanently. He might think as he
died that he had reached the political goal of all his efforts—
a united island of Britain under one head.
The French Entanglement I have said that Edward did
not pursue the effort to recover the Plantagenet inheritance on
tfee Continent. Even as early as 1294 he was re^dy to yield
to extreme demands on the part of the French Kong; but he
was determined to retain the land which had always been held
south of the Garonne. He made two efforts at an expedition
in 1295: the first he abandoned to meet the rising of the Welsh,
second to meet the rebellion of Balliol. Having failed to

